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Psalm 136:26

26 Give thanks to the God of heaven.
His love endures forever.

Begin at the End. 

Revelation 19:6-10
6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting:
“Hallelujah!
    For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
7 Let us rejoice and be glad
    and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has come,
    and his bride has made herself ready.
8 Fine linen, bright and clean,
    was given her to wear.”
(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.)
9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.”
10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers and sisters who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For it is the Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.”
Now we look at the beginning.
Genesis 1:27+ 2:22-25
So God created mankind in his own image,
    in the image of God he created them;
    male and female he created them.
 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib[h] he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman, for she was taken out of man.”
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.
25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.
The very best of God is given to humanity in the Garden of Eden and the very best of humanity is restored and made complete at the Wedding Supper of the Lamb.

We were created from family for family.
We were created from community for community. 
We were created from unity for unity. 
We were created from prayer for prayer.

If you are a Christian you are already in a marriage. Bold enough to say – being the Bride of Christ as the Church it is the deepest, most fully known and loved you will ever be. More than any earthly spouse can give. In the same way: You are already part of a family! The most life-giving family you could ever be part of. Greater than any blood family this side of heaven. Marriages and families on this side of heaven are wonderful!!! But there is a truer more bedrock reality we step into when we surrender to Jesus. 

We become the bride of Christ and children of God. Not exclusively or literally but spiritually showing the relational ways that Christ covenants to the Church and the Father adopts us into his family – the Church. **Metaphor for a reason to represent the relational nature of God. And somewhat weird when people say “Jesus is my boyfriend” 

Illustration: Michaela marrying into my family. I marrying into Michaela’s family.

-I am a son. She is a daughter. 
-Christmas and Birthday presents.
-Conversation and invitation 
-Family vacations 
-Encouragement and prayer
-Same love and intentionality
-Michaela is the same way (Lake trip with the girls?)

Michaela is told by my family right from the jump that they already liked her better than me. Funny her family never said that to me… but they have treated me like a son. Not because they literally birthed me but because in a metaphorical sense they “adopted me as one of their own when I married Michaela.”

This passage shows us the best of God. The very core of who he is. Let’s look more closely at Revelation and what the very best of God is and what he gives us as his people: 

6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting:
“Hallelujah!
    For our Lord God Almighty reigns.

In my mind I think, “Ok God reigning is going to look like ultimate power, dominance, and strength.” That’s the best of God!! We get all that and more, great sign me up! Keep going..

7 Let us rejoice and be glad
    and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has come,
    and his bride has made herself ready.

What comes isn’t only dominance and power. Though Jesus returns mightily. What comes is relationship. A wedding and a meal. God’s very best is the invitation to relationship. To his family, to attend the wedding supper. (Quick note when I say supper what meal do you think of? Hands: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner.)  This relational meal that we get to attend as the Bride of Christ. How are we invited and who all is invited?? 

8 Fine linen, bright and clean,
    was given her to wear.”
(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.)
9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.”
The Church. HIS FAMILY is invited. *Important note that the Bride of Christ always represents the Church as a whole. This takes away, “Jesus is married to me individually”.

If you would say you are part of the Capital C church. When lowercase c individual churches claim this they move from church to cult. Are you following Jesus, part of his Church, and living holy and righteous as witnesses to the world that you are his family? Everyone who calls on the name of Jesus and lives into the redemption and holiness of their salvation is part of the Church. And God’s invitation to relationship is to every one of us. 


This has great implication for us. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb is coming, and we are invited. The Church is called to dress in the righteous and holy acts of God. And we want as many people at that last meal as possible. 

What this means is our relationships now. A call to live with this meal in mind.

**Important note: this series is on marriage and this meal we need to look forward to and keep in mind is called a wedding supper. BUT you don’t have to be married to be part of the ultimate marriage. So, as we think about how God’s relationality applies to our relationships today… I want you to think through the lens of YOUR relational life. Comparison is the thief of joy. 

If you’re single don’t look at your married friend’s marriages and be like Jesus being the bridegroom doesn’t apply to me. If you’re widowed or divorced or happily or unhappily married see this through the lens of your relational life. 

And FYI, the Bible talks not about right or wrong, but about opportunity in relationship status. When you’re married you are split in focus, when you’re single you’re not. Just different. Though our culture screams that one is better than the other.

Apply this to your relationships: take a moment and write down 3-4 key relationships in your life right now. Marriage. 

The best of God is relational, the best of God is family. The best of God is love for another.

And he made us in his image!! FATHER—SON—HOLY SPIRIT
Genesis 1:27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
Glove illustration: the glove is made in the image of the hand. Fingers, wrist, palm all of it made in the image of the hand. But without the hand the glove is pretty much pointless. It can’t move, can’t bend, or do anything helpful except for be an unbelievably impractical and small blanket. 

BUT with the hand in the glove, it takes on the very best of the hand, movement, flexibility, waving, shaking hand, even contributing to a hug OR hit, thumbs down, talk to the hand etc

Thank you, Trinity. Thank you, Triune God, Father, Son, and Spirit, for giving the very best of yourselves to us. The best of God isn’t all the omni’s. Power, presence, science. The very best thing about God is what he gives us in his image. Love! Will, relationship, and community.

If you miss everything else today don’t miss this; God is Relational. He made you relational in his image and wants relationship with you. Rev. 19:9b Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.”

GOSPEL!!!! YOU ARE INVITED!! To the never ending meal with the God who created you. And he is the one that made a way. Why does all of creation and every being cry “Hallelujah” because JESUS made a way, when there was no way. The table would have been barren and empty, but Jesus gave us a way to relationship with God and with each other.

Now it’s what we do with this invitation that matters. Two paths – Revelation 19:1-5 is what happens when relationship is harmed. And Revelation 19:6-10 is what happens when relationship is cultivated.

1. We mishandle the relationality that God gave us and harm people
2. We put on the bright garments of righteous acts and build relationship

Sorry to say but every single one of us has walked both of these paths. 

RELATIONAL HARM
Sin is separation from God not just cause he’s a person with a bunch of rules, but because it harms him or another person causing relational breaks. And God is the God of relationship so it’s against not just a law but his nature which is why sin needs to be taken so seriously. Theology of sin, important recap from last series.

“A willful transgression against a known law.” -John Wesley 

We want to avoid, flee, turn away, apologize, repent, forgive, heal and reconcile not because it’s the ‘Right thing to do’, but because it’s who God is. And who we are called to be in his image.

Relational wounds are healed relationally.


RELATIONAL HEALTH
The call today: Prophetic Witnesses testifying to the way Jesus does relationship. V. 10 

10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers and sisters who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For it is the Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.”
Who God is: Jesus. 
Jesus is what God is like.

And in this passage we see four characteristics of who God is relationally. We are the Bride of Christ and the Family of God – let’s live into his family values

1. Faithfulness – v. 6  “the Lord God almighty reigns.” He endures in faithful love forever.” Stay true to commitment and promise, even when it’s hard.
2. Celebration - v. 7 “rejoice and be glad, give him glory.” We celebrate and are grateful for one another giving God the glory. Choose moments to celebrate and be GLAD for all God has done.
3. Intentionality – v. 9 “Blessed are those who are invited.” We are intentional to invite and pursue those we love. If you want something to happen in your friendship or marriage DO IT – initiate.
4. Sacrifice – v. 9-10 “Supper of the Lamb, testimony of Jesus.” We sacrifice our own convenience, hopes and preferences for those we love. Jesus was the lamb who was slain. How have you sacrificed for your spouse, friend or loved one recently?

When we live into family with faithfulness, intentionality, celebration, and sacrifice we bear the testimony of Jesus.

Choose 1 of these to ask God for MORE of His relational ways in your life. So you can lean into relational health. 

It may feel daunting especially if a marriage or friendship is in a dark spot to be all of these things. I invite you to receive before you give. You can’t give what you don’t have. 

1 John We love because he first loved us. Do you know you’re loved?? Have you experienced the relational nature of God recently? Heard his voice, sensed his delight, felt his peace. Turn to him today because as much as he invites you to the ultimate wedding supper of the lamb as his family, he invites you to know him more today.

Psalm 136:26

26 Give thanks to the God of heaven.
His love endures forever.

 
