From Duty to Devotion: The Power of Koinōnia in Christ
Philemon 1:6 (ESV) “…I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ.”

Opening Illustration
“Daddy, no! I don’t want to talk about it!”
It had only been about five minutes since Leslie, my wife, had gently sent our daughter to her room for having a bad attitude at the dinner table. It wasn’t dramatic, just a grumpy child, a tired mom who had prepared a meal, and a need for respectful behavior. No one raised their voice. Leslie was calm, but clear that this kind of behavior wasn’t okay.
Later, I went up to reconnect with our little girl and bring her back down for another try. I sat on the bed next to her, but she rolled away and said through tears, “Daddy, no! I don’t want to talk about it!”
She was physically close to me, but emotionally distant. As her father, I wasn’t angry, I just wanted to reconnect. And yet, her heart wasn’t open. Physically present, relationally distant. 
That moment reminded me of how we often relate to God. To be close to Him isn’t about physical distance, He is always near. It’s about our posture. Are our hearts leaning in? Or are we rolling away? 
One of the greatest spiritual battles we face as Christians is over the posture of our hearts towards those who have offended us.

Lectio
“…I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ.”
—Philemon 1:6 (ESV)

Meditatio
This brief letter from Paul to Philemon is packed with depth, and to grasp its message, we need two things: the backstory and a single Greek word: koinōnia.

The Backstory
Philemon was a wealthy Christian and church leader in Colossae, hosting the local congregation in his home (Philemon 1–2). Onesimus was a servant in his household who ran away, likely stealing something in the process (Philemon 18).
· “Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon our beloved fellow worker and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house:” Philemon‬ 
· “and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account.” Philemon‬ 

While on the run, Onesimus encountered Paul, who was imprisoned at the time. Through that relationship, Onesimus became a believer (Philemon 10). Paul, now spiritually “father” to Onesimus, writes this letter to Philemon calling for reconciliation (Philemon 15-16).
· “…that you might have him back forever, no longer as a bondservant but more than a bondservant—as a beloved brother…” (Philemon 15–16, ESV).
Paul’s brilliant angle for reconciliation lies not in invoking legal obligation, but in appealing to a deeper spiritual bond: koinōnia, “sharing.” (Philemon 6)
· “…I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ.” (Philemon 6, ESV)

The Word: Koinōnia
Though it appears only once in this letter, koinōnia (κοινωνία) is central to its message. Often translated “fellowship,” “sharing,” or “participation,” koinōnia in Biblical context refers to a Spirit-formed unity, a unity pursued and rooted in Christ’s work. 

Christian community isn’t built or secured by perfect people; it’s built on the power of the cross. Real Christian communities are held together by the deep belief that Jesus truly died for their sins. 
Paul prays that Philemon’s “koinōnia” attitude toward Onesimus would be based on Christ’s work, not revenge or even legal obligation (Philemon 6). It’s likely Onesimus could never repay what he owed. All he could do was seek forgiveness. 
· “…the sharing (koinōnia) of your faith may become effective…” (Philemon 6, ESV).
This is the only letter Paul writes where he doesn’t explicitly mention Jesus’ death and resurrection. Why? This little church didn’t need their theological ideas made right, they needed their theological ideas made real.
In the Kingdom of God economy, power and maturity are charitably moving toward immaturity and the powerless. 

Application
Back to that moment with my daughter: I wasn’t looking for her to just say the right words. I longed for her heart to be open to me and to our family again. That’s the same kind of restoration Paul longs to see between Philemon and Onesimus. That’s the power of koinōnia.
When there’s tension among God’s people, when someone has wronged you or when trust has been broken, koinōnia call us to take two actions.
Two things:
Humility toward the Lord. “Let me ask you: who among us has more reason to hold a grudge than Jesus?”
Unity with one another. “And honestly: do any of us believe that Jesus’ sacrifice wasn’t enough to cover what’s been done to us?”
I am fully convinced: the level of revival a church experiences is directly tied to the level of prayerful humility and unity (reconciliation) we offer God. Bring a little, and He fills a little. Offer everything, and He moves mountains.
If you were to ask me, “Pastor Mike, we’ve called you to lead, what should we do first?” I would say: Let’s begin with a season of total surrender. Let’s bring our plans, our buildings, our hopes, our very selves, to the Lord. United. Humbled. Expectant.
With that kind of posture, there’s no doubt, we’re ready for the next 100 years.

Conclusion Ideas
Koinōnia: Where is God prompting your heart to humbly pursue unity as obedience to Christ? Maturity moving toward immaturity. Power moving toward the powerless. 

Practical Action Points
Initiate reconciliation: Is there someone you need to forgive or welcome back?
Commit to community: Don’t just attend church, participate in koinōnia.
Pray daily for unity: Ask God to fill your church with humility and harmony.

