100 Year Celebration

Kick off the new vision for Trinity.
Mike Colaw

I think I’ve stumbled onto the “secret sauce” that helped Trinity make it a hundred years.
Yes—Ileadership, vision, generosity, and prayer matter deeply. But there’s something that
holds all of those together in a surprising way.

Pause on that with me.

Have you ever wished Jesus would cut you out as the middleman? | have. A few months
ago, | heard one of my kids quietly crying at bedtime. | sat on the edge of the bed and asked
what was wrong. “Daddy, I’'m scared. | wish God would just actually come.” | smiled and
said, “Well, for tonight...you’ve got me.” She answered, “It’s not the same, Dad.”

She wasright. It isn’t the same. And strangely, | agreed. There are Sundays I’'m painfully
aware of my limitations and think, “Lord, if You just preached this Yourself, it would be so
much better. I’'m the weak link!”

Wouldn’t Jesus make a better dad than you?
A better leader than you?
A better evangelist? Provider?

And yet—look at what Jesus handed to very human, very limited disciples:

e He handed off the preaching (Matt. 10:7).

e He handed off healing and deliverance (Matt. 10:1, 8).

e He entrusted disciple-making to flawed people (Matt. 28:19-20).

e He gave them the mission to witness to the world (Acts 1:8).

e Herestored a broken leader and told him to feed His sheep (John 21:15-17).
e Hedidn’t write a single book Himself—He entrusted His story to them.

In other words, Jesus gave His ministry away. The New Testament—and the history of the
church—is the story of imperfect people representing a perfect Savior to other imperfect
people.

Why does Jesus keep using such flawed people to do His work? Why doesn’t he just bypass
us and do it all himself?

Let’s go to the Bible.



Meditatio:

Paul’s Argument in Romans 9-11

)

You don

t have to be perfect; you simply must commit to obey the one who is.

Quoting Prophetic Authority

Let the logic of this hit us.

' The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2016.




Next Steps:
lllustration: A Wake-Up Call from the Underground Church

Do you know where the church is growing the fastest? Iran.
Yes—the very place where it’s illegal to be a Christian.

In an episode of Gospel Gone Global: Heaven Meets Earth, a Christian leader shares a
moment that left a lasting impact. He recalls walking into an underground church—an
unregistered gathering of believers meeting in secret, under threat of persecution.

Inside, he witnessed something extraordinary: men and women weeping and praying over
a map of the United States. Picture it—tear-streaked faces, hands lifted or folded, voices
trembling with emotion. Their prayers were not casual. They were full of burden, urgency,
and deep love.

Two Pictures of the Church

2Thomas, George. “Heaven Meets Earth.” Gospel Gone Global. Hosted by Greg Kelley. Podcast audio, 27:51.
August 21, 2024. https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/gospel-gone-global-with-george-
thomas/id1806665471?i=1000728973166.




| believe the best way to illustrate this is with two images:
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The first image represents much of the modern Western church.
One dynamic leader stands at the center, passionately proclaiming the love of Jesus.
Around them is a crowd of silent spectators.

Now ask yourself:

e How manyinthat crowd are proclaiming the good news?

e How many are praying boldly for miracles?

e How many are sharing how God’s goodness has transformed their lives with their
neighbor?

e How many are being “beautiful feet?”

For many, this is church.

And to “go deeper” simply means listening to more sermons or adding another Christian
podcast.

It’s consumption, not participation.

The second image looks different. It shows a web of interconnected, faithful people—
each one carrying the gospel.

Yes, there may be fewer people in the picture.

But here’s the difference:

e How many are proclaiming the good news? All of them.
e How many are praying for miracles? All of them.
e How many are sharing their stories of God’s goodness? Every single one.

Here is the big question. Which picture has more “beautiful feet?”

In the second picture there are fewer individuals—but far more beautiful feet.
And this is the kind of church that many in the East are praying the West will become.



The Secret Behind Trinity’s Enduring Impact

Remember when I told you I think I’ve discovered the secret behind Trinity’s incredible
impact over the last 100 years?

Here it is:

e Whois responsible to pray? All of us.

e Whois responsible to invite people to our church family? All of us.

e Whois responsible to make a joyful noise to the Lord in worship? All of us.

e Whois responsible to visit the hospitals, feed the poor, and help the immigrant? All
of us!

And when you do, you reflect the very design of the church that Paul describes in Romans
10: a community where the gospelisn’t just spoken from a stage, but shared by every
believer.

This is what will lead us into the next 100 years.

This is our answer to the prayers of so many over the Church in America.
Over the next weeks we’ll unpack Trinity’s new creed:




