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Outline

Prayer

Question
	Why do you come to church?

Introduction 
Broken shoulder / family reunion 

Historical Context
	Pentecost – meaning, identity

Literary Context - Superlative Word Studies
	When the day of Pentecost came – fullness of time, laden ship
	They were all together in one place – the 120
	Filled (v. 2, 4) – same root as came – every corner 
	(Whole – similar to above and below, complete)
	All (v. 1, 4) 120, not exclusive to leaders
The filling of the Spirit extends to the rest of the 500
And to us IF we want to be filled
Purpose – power for mission

Today
	Theology – salvation/baptism of the Spirit
Why do we “come to church”? - With my people, in our place
	What is taking up space in your life where the Spirit wants to come in and fill?
Prayer


Prayer
Memorial Day - Remember families who made the sacrifice of a loved one for our freedoms
Prayer for today – come Holy Spirit, fill…  extend your hands….

Question
	Today is Pentecost Sunday – the birth of the church
Why do you come to church? (Write down as many reasons you can think of.)

Introduction
3 years ago, tomorrow, May 25th 2023, was not a Monday, it was a Thursday
I was locking up the GP church in a cement stairwell and fell backwards
Broke my shoulder – very painful recovery, no way to set the bone, arm hung at my side

3 years ago in July, just 6 weeks after breaking my shoulder
My family had been planning a reunion for over a year
	First time all of us would be in our hometown since 1980 
(1980 photo at Christmas)
	So I was determined to go, even though - 
· I hurt, the car ride was terrible
· I was extremely tired and weak
· I couldn’t climb sand dunes (describe)

I was NOT going to miss it! These are my people, in our place
		(2023 Photos – by the bay, Ewalt Lake)
	I’d rather be in pain WITH them, than comfortable in Indiana without them!

Pentecost 
	In the reading for today in Acts 2, the disciples are gathered for Pentecost
	Today, many churches are celebrating Pentecost
What is Pentecost, anyway?
A week of weeks – 7 weeks, 49 days since Passover, then Pentecost
Pente – 50, 50 days from Passover
	Similar to our holiday season from Thanksgiving to New Year’s Day 
This time is full of family celebrations, travel to be together,
There are special traditions and memories 
This was true of the Jews from Passover to Pentecost

Passover celebrated the deliverance of God from Egypt – the Exodus
50 days later, God gave the 10 Commandments, the Old Covenant on Mt Sinai
This season was their identity as the people of God

Superlative Word Studies – IBS Bible Study tip of the day
A superlative is the highest possible degree of a quality, indicating that something, compared to other things, possesses the most  of a specific trait.      
– Merriam Webster Dictionary

In Bible study, we look for superlatives (like all, full, complete, whole) because human language falls short and is unable to fully describe the majesty and magnitude of God and the totality present in the Kingdom of God.  (sometimes language falls short)

In today’s passage, there are two groups of words that are hiding in plain sight that help us understand its deep meaning. I wanted to dig into the sound of the wind and the tongues of fire which have many facets of symbolism related to the Holy Spirit. They seem more exciting and colorful. But the Spirit kept drawing me back to these two groups of very plain (superlative) words:

ALL and FILLED  
These two simple terms wind around each other in these 4 verses and lay out truth for us.
Read through verses 1-4 with me and notice them:

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:1-4

Did you find them?

When the day of Pentecost CAME, they were ALL together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and FILLED the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 ALL of them were FILLED with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Acts 2:1-4

I can hear a question bubbling up – 
“Why did you highlight CAME? And why only in verse 1 and not verses 2 and 3?”

Good questions!
To answer the 2nd: There are three different Greek words, with different meanings

(If you use the Blue Letter Bible, you can see all three words translated came in this passage come from three different Greek words. You don’t have to understand Greek to use this tool!)

To answer the 1st: The word translated “came” in verse 1 is missing a little something in the NIV/ESV
FILLED – verse 1
The KJV reads: “When the day of Pentecost was fully come…”
	It include the subtle meaning that is in the Greek word
The NIV reads:
“When the day of Pentecost came…” 
Came (sumpleroo 4845 συμπληρόω) - things were coming (pleroo) together (sum)

Figuratively meaning: the fullness of time, being fulfilled – “the time had come”
	Like a pregnant woman – not sure when the baby will come until it does
A term that means the time is right for God’s plan to go forward.
The Incarnation – Gal 4:4-5
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. Gal. 4:4-5

The Cross – Our salvation in Christ – Eph 1:9-10
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Christ, things in heaven and things on earth in him. Eph. 1:9-10
	
In the OT and NT, and today:
When God breaks into the world, everything changes in a moment. 

The time had come for God to redefine the relationship between himself and his people. God’s presence was restored as it was in Eden—to the point that earth will allow. Access to him is fully available to anyone desiring his presence.

FILLED – verses 2 and 4

2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and FILLED the whole house….. 4 All of them were FILLED with the Holy Spirit
Filled (pleroo 4137 πληρόω)  (Turn to your neighbor and say play-RO-o)
This is the same root word as “the time had fully come,” above. 
Not figurative, it’s literal, something is happening, filling something up
Here-- The sound filled the room, and the Spirit filled the people. B/c the time had come
 
The meaning is liberally filled, to the brim
It’s a nautical term: the hold of a ship that cannot take more and still set sail
	without sinking so that it would bring the most profit

Like water completely fills every crevice and corner of a container
Nothing is untouched when something is pleroo filled

ALL – verse 1
	They were all together in one place
This past week for Trinity people gathered with the larger church for prayer
· General Conference – (Matthew T, Johanna Rugh, Nikki Nettleton)
	The Wesleyan Church is not just solid, poised for the work of the Spirit!
· Young Adults int/res went to Awakening Project – humility before God
Place is important – not which place – but being together in one place.

THE 120
Acts 1:14-15 indicates there were about 120 followers of Jesus gathered
They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty)…  Acts 1:14-15

A diverse group …
the Apostles included 
Jews (James, John) and those with Greek influence (Phillip, Andrew)
Commoners (fishermen) and important people (Matthew)
men and women (Mary and the women)
		This explodes in the next few verses (AJ – next week)
… with spiritual and emotional whiplash …
In less than 2 months – (the same time period for us since Easter)
		They experienced the arrest, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus
… that finally knows what to do when they don’t know what to do.

Before his ascension, Jesus tells them:
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Acts 1:4-5

Jesus did not necessarily tell them to stay together, or to pray. But after he went back to heaven and they were left alone, they do what he had taught them. When Jesus was “overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.” He asked his closest friends, Peter, James, and John to be with him and to pray. (Matt. 26:38)

ALL – verse 4
same word
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit…
	The Spirit filled them all 
	The Spirit did not pick favorites based on 
Rich/poor, men/women, young/old, leaders/followers
He didn’t even fill the ones who were ready to be filled
He filled them ALL
(Call up band)
Pentecost Today (theology of what the Spirit did, and what the Spirit does today)
What happened on Pentecost BEGAN the movement of God that continues today.

In Salvation – the Spirit draws us and convicts us of sin, 
Then completely fills us, gives us all of himself
	Like water without any air bubbles
We are the ones who limit how much of his presence and power we have access to.

Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
Jesus said in Acts 1:5 “In a few days, you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
This is a “second work of grace” empowering believers to
· live holy lives (become more like Jesus)
· love God and others (removes barriers between us) 
· carry out his mission in the world.  (More next week, Part 2)

Closing
Why do you come to church?             Why do I “come to church”? 
Like my family reunion, I may be hurting, feeling off, overwhelmed…
but there is no way I’m going to miss this!
To be with my people, in our place, expecting the Spirit to move in power
	
The question that has been circling in this passage all morning:
If you could have more of God, would you want more? (quality it!)
Go back to the ship – it pulls into port with 20 crates of rotten cabbage
	They don’t take it off, but leave it there, and it stinks up the hold
No one wanted to touch it, so it takes up space that should be for merchandise
What is my available space for the Spirit? He is willing, I limit him.
2nd Law of Physics states that 2 objects cannot occupy the same space at the same time
	This is a physical law that helps us understand a spiritual reality
	Good merchandise cannot occupy the same space as stinky cabbage
	The Spirit cannot occupy space in our hearts we reserve for other things
Another way to ask the question:
1. What is taking up space in my life where the Spirit wants to come in and fill?
2. Name it (give examples) 
		Pride – humility			hurt
		Control – obedience, surrender	disappointment
		Self-focus – relationship (others)	anxiety
Addiction – desire for God only	frustration
3. Write on note card (give time)   
4. Extend your hands – and imagine it is in your hands
		You have the power to hold onto it… or drop it
5. After you drop it, raise your hands up – I will pray for you

PRAYER
Transition to Baptisms

From the Trinity website:
Following the example of the early church, we believe God has called us into a mission bigger than ourselves—a SENT people who carry the message of Jesus beyond our walls and into every part of our city and world, as it is in heaven.

The Holy Spirit wants to fill us to become more like Jesus and to live sent!
Last year we had 14 baptisms…  Hallelujah! But that is NOT ENOUGH!
Come, Holy Spirit

Baptisms
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