The Commitment That Gives Clarity
Week 3: Being Human in a Digital Age Sept 20, 2026
Text: Matthew 19:16–26 (ESV)
Opening Story
I spent a lot of time with my grandpa growing up. He was so much fun. He was the embodiment of what most little boys love. He was just a bit wild. He loved to be outside camping, fishing, and hunting. In many ways I felt like I was with someone from the “Greatest Generation.” Adventure driven, alpha male. He was the one who taught me to ride motorcycles, shoot guns, and filet a fresh-caught fish and cook it over a campfire. I remember being a little boy, driving down the road with my grandpa, and he had this amazing ability to spot deer. He would constantly say things like this: “Look out the right window, there are deer! See that huge buck right there with them!” I remember looking out as a little boy thinking, “Where are they!?” Sometimes I would find them; often I wouldn't. He would laugh a bit and say, “You'll learn to see them too.”
My grandpa fully believed that the more time we spent together hunting and fishing, I would become the kind of person who could see them too.
I'll tell you the rest of his story later. Hold onto him.

The Text
And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” So he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
— Matthew 19:16–22

What's Actually Happening in This Story
1. Matthew tells us this was a “young man” (v. 20); Luke calls him a “ruler” (Luke 18:18). He was likely a synagogue official or the son of a prominent family. He was wealthy, respected, and morally serious. This wasn't someone looking for a loophole. This was the model citizen, the kind of guy every synagogue, and every modern church, if we're honest, would love to have on the leadership team.
a. That matters, because Jesus isn't confronting an obvious sinner here. He's confronting our best version of “good enough.”
b. If we were to compare him with someone today, he would be the young leader in the church everyone is proud of. He gives, he honors his parents, he leads others well. Yet, something in him is unsatisfied. He goes to Jesus asking for more.
2. The man opens by talking about salvation as if it can be earned, or is a reward for being “good.” Jesus doesn't take the bait. He redirects: there is only one who is good. We don't conquer being good, we live in a humble state of receiving the goodness of God. Salvation is a gift. He's quietly pointing the man toward a bigger question than the one he asked, not “what must I do,” but “who are you actually talking to?”
3. Even after he rattles off all his “good” works, the young man knows something is still missing. Somewhere under all that confidence, he knows the numbers aren't adding up. Strict law-keeping hasn't produced peace. It's produced a nagging sense that something's still missing.
4. Jesus pushes the goodness of God into places the young man didn't want it to go: “Go, sell what you possess... and come, follow me.” Jesus finds the one thing sitting on the throne of this particular man's heart and asks for lordship over it.

Some Things We Need to Say Out Loud
1. Liking what Jesus does and studying what Jesus says is not the same as obeying Jesus. He came running, he knelt, he called Jesus “good teacher.” He clearly admired Him. But admiration and allegiance are not the same thing.
2. Believing in Heaven and Hell and wanting to go to Heaven is not the same as obeying Jesus. He wanted the destination. Jesus offered him the path, and the path ran straight through his bank account.
3. Thinking of yourself as good, or better than others, does not justify you before God. That's the whole engine of his opening question. He believed his own scorecard. Jesus, gently, dismantles it.
4. Notice exactly what he asked for, and what he didn't. He asked for eternal life. He did not ask to be made into something new. He wanted the reward without the transformation.
John Wesley believed God's sanctifying grace could lead every believer into a deeper and more complete surrender, where God isn't merely welcomed in but given the keys to every room of the heart. God does not want to be an honored guest in your life. He wants full access to remodel it. This is a surrender only His grace makes possible in the first place.
Kyle Idleman put language around this that's worth borrowing. He describes the difference this way: a fan is “an enthusiastic admirer,” while a follower is “a devoted disciple.”[footnoteRef:1] The rich young ruler had all the enthusiasm of a fan, but when devotion became costly, admiration stopped short of allegiance. [1: Kyle Idleman, Not a Fan: Becoming a Completely Committed Follower of Jesus (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2011), 21.] 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer named the counterfeit version of this from the other direction. He called it “cheap grace,” forgiveness without repentance, communion without confession, discipleship without the cross.[footnoteRef:2] The rich young ruler wanted the promise of eternal life without relinquishing the one thing he actually ruled. That's cheap grace with excellent manners and a clean moral record. [2: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship, trans. R. H. Fuller (New York: Macmillan, 1959), 45.] 

Both John Wesley and Dietrich Bonhoeffer describe a person who loves Jesus and wants Him to bless and forgive them, but rejects, by passivity or indifference, confession, communion with other Christians, and discipleship. They are fans of Jesus, not followers.

Shama (Hebrew) and Skeptein (Greek): Two Ways to Hear
In Hebrew, the word shama (שָׁמַע) is the ordinary word for “hear,” but shama was never a purely mental event for the Hebrew mind. To truly hear was to obey. In their worldview, hearing that didn't lead to action wasn't really hearing at all.
Compare that to a different posture, one we'd recognize instantly. The Greek word skeptomai (σκέπτομαι), the root behind our English word “skeptic,” means to look at, examine, or consider carefully. It's the posture of the observer: turning something over, weighing it, studying it from every angle, without ever stepping into it.
There's a line from Living Pure in the Digital Age that names this exact pattern in our spiritual lives, and I think it belongs right here:
“In my experience, far too many people have come to functionally believe they're simply one more brilliant sermon or meaningful worship experience away from being made new. Too often, they chase ideas and emotional experiences while setting aside the beautiful impact of long, faithful obedience to a Christian community that in time produces the slow and steady spiritual transformation. Maybe Jesus' ‘follow me’ was never meant to only be a lightning-bolt moment, maybe it's an invitation into a whole life of faithfulness, one step at a time.”[footnoteRef:3] [3: Michael K. Colaw, Living Pure in the Digital Age ([publisher needed], [year needed]), [page needed].] 

We keep waiting for the next sermon, the next worship set, the next emotional high to be the thing that finally changes us, while quietly skipping the unglamorous, daily shama that actually would.

Back to My Grandpa: the Rest of the Story
The other day I was driving down the road. I had my little girls in the back seat and shouted out, “Girls, look at the deer in the field over to the left! There is a huge buck right in the middle of them.” The little girls shot up and looked out the window and cried out, “Where, Dad? I can't see them!” I responded, “Well, girls, you haven't learned to see them yet.”
My grandpa was right.
Year after year of hunting with grandpa started turning me into the kind of person who could see the deer. I don't entirely know when or how it all happened, but I have this uncanny way of seeing wildlife now.
See, the most beautiful part of the story of the rich young ruler is the next part.
And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
— Matthew 19:23–26
To be crystal clear, because this matters more than anything else in this message: our salvation is not earned by our works. It is a gift of God (Ephesians 2:8–9). Nobody has to earn a way in before they're welcome here. Come as you are. But if you truly come to Him, He does not leave you as you are. What feels impossible for you to let go of is never impossible for the God who is asking.
Truly following Jesus means going where He goes, doing what He does, valuing what He values, and loving how He loves. When you do, something powerful begins to change. You become a different kind of person.

Why does all this matter? The faster the world changes, the more you will have to become the kind of person who can walk with wisdom. This isn't done by merely teaching rules; it's accomplished by a transformation of character. The only way to truly change is to live responding to Jesus' call to “follow me.” We do what He does, live the priorities He lived, and love the way He loved. It is the commitment that gives true clarity.

Next Steps to Consider
To go with John Wesley's metaphor: Is there something in your life you need to give to God? Something that is getting in the way of actual obedience? What does God want you to do about it?
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