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1 Corinthians 12:4–7 (ESV)
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2025.] 


Opening
As I have shared before, our family loves to camp. When we go as a family, the amount of stuff we bring is wild. The back of the car is packed, the kids are packed in, and then we pack more stuff around the kids. I often feel like a third of the time we spend camping is setting up and another third is tearing down. That's right — most of camping is simply unnecessary manual labor. A few years ago, the boys and I decided to go camping without all the girls and their massive amounts of extra stuff.
The trip started out great. We found our campsite, dropped off the car, and went hiking. Easy setup… turn the car off, change shoes, start hiking. As evening approached, we stopped at the camp store, bought some firewood, and made our way back to the campsite.
We set up a fire and realized all we had for food was steak and chocolate bars. We also didn't bring anything to cook with.
As we were cooking our steaks on a rock in the fire and munching on chocolate bars, because we didn't think to bring anything else for s'mores, one of the boys said he was cold and wet.
Since no one brought extra clothes, I had them take off what they could and lay it out by the fire.
After dinner, we crawled back into the car to go to sleep.
When morning rolled around, we discovered our socks had burnt up and the clothes that weren't as close to the fire were wet from the morning dew.
With no breakfast, wet or burnt clothes, and three very stinky boys, we decided to drive into town, eat at Cracker Barrel, and go home.
The good news: tear-down took thirty seconds.
I learned something very important that day. We need people who aren't like us and choosing to do life with people who only think like we do may be a weakness. Turns out, my sons and I all had the exact same "gift" — thinking ahead was not it. The more diverse the spiritual gifts among a group of people, the healthier that community has the potential to become.

Lectio
1 Corinthians 12:4–7 (ESV)
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  ESV] 


· Remember, with an open heart we read the Bible historically, grammatically, contextually and with our imagination. 

· This letter was written to Christians in the port city of Corinth. It is a booming, cutthroat, status obsessed, wealthy city. Being seen as successful was a big deal and these cultural values had bled into the church. [footnoteRef:3] [footnoteRef:4] [3:  Bruce W. Winter, After Paul Left Corinth: The Influence of Secular Ethics and Social Change (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001). ]  [4:  Anthony C. Thiselton, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, NIGTC (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000), introduction on the socio-historical setting of Corinth.] 


· Many who became Christians came from the other mystic religions in the area. They believed the more demonstrative you were in worship the more spiritual you were. This also bled into the Christian church. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Gordon D. Fee, The First Epistle to the Corinthians, rev. ed., NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2014), commentary on 12:2 reads "however you were led" as a direct contrast between involuntary pagan ecstatic experience and the deliberate, confessional nature of Christian speech.] 


· There was a group of Christians who called themselves the "spiritual ones" (pneumatikoi). They prized dramatic spiritual experience and used it to claim a kind of superior status in the church. 

· The Greek word Paul uses to open chapter 12, pneumatikon, is actually ambiguous. It could mean "spiritual gifts" or "spiritual people," and many scholars think that ambiguity may be intentional, letting Paul address the topic of gifts while quietly needling the group that had turned gifting into a status contest.[footnoteRef:6] [footnoteRef:7] [6:  F. F. Bruce, 1 and 2 Corinthians, NCB (London: Oliphants, 1971), on 12:1 — Bruce specifically argues the term is best read as "spiritual persons," pointing to Paul's consistent use of the masculine form elsewhere in the letter (2:15; 3:1; 14:37).]  [7:  Kenneth L. Gentry Jr., drawing on standard scholarship, summarizes the consensus reading directly: those in Corinth who saw themselves as already possessing the full blessings of the age to come thought of themselves as pneumatikoi, "spiritual ones" — a self-designation reflected at 3:1, 12:1, and 14:37. ] 


· Paul is not only offering them gifts to consider, he is rebuilding how they are supposed to be viewed. Spiritual gifts are unearned (v.4), spiritual gifts exist for others (v.7), and spiritual gifts are God’s power at work through ordinary people (v.6) 

· Let me offer two of the main ways Satan neuters those with spiritual gifts in the church. 
First, he convinces you your unique gifts are superior or inferior. Both beliefs are false. 
Second, he causes those with specific gifts to gather and separate themselves from others. This creates lopsided church families. 

· I heard it said one time: One of the most effective ways the enemy neuters the western Protestant church is by turning a diversely gifted people into different movements that shame each other rather than work together. 

· To believe your gifts don’t count or are superior isn’t an HR problem, it’s an affront against the creative work of God in the world.  

· It is spiritual embezzlement to use your gifts in a selfish way. Your spiritual gifts are from God for others. John Chrysostom taught that spiritual gifts function on loan rather than owned, believers are simply stewards using them for a time, for others' benefit rather than their own.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  John Chrysostom, Homilies on First Corinthians, in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, First Series, vol. 12, trans. Philip Schaff (repr. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans; also available at ccel.org and newadvent.org).] 


· Pause and think about how much better the world would be if we actually lived like this was true. 

Final Thoughts
My wife and I are very different.
When we were first married, we approached our devotional life very differently. I was running as fast and hard as I could at deep spiritual insights. I noticed her time alone with God wasn't very productive. She would simply sit…
I actually confronted her and encouraged her to take her time with the Lord up a notch or two. I think I said something like, "I need you to come up to another level of thinking."
It was not received well…
For the sheer sake of peace in the home, I let up.
I remember one day walking past her with my stack of books and a journal, ready to "go deep" with the Lord. I thought I'd make a little comment, hoping to push her.
"Leslie, what are you doing?"
Without looking back at me, she simply said,
"I'm at peace…"
I felt the Holy Spirit whisper in my heart: "Wouldn't that be nice?!"
It was in that moment I realized her contemplation wasn't something to be fixed, it was something our home needed. We are both now prolific journalers with a stack of books who can also sit in peace.

Our church becomes very dangerous to the kingdom of hell when we truly believe all our gifts belong first to God and are to be used for the benefit of others.
Next Steps
Do two things. 
1. If you don’t know your gifts or where you fit go to Discover Trinity. 
2. If you have been here awhile and you know and see the gifts of God in another, encourage them before you leave. 
