Spiritual Parenting
Week 4 - You are ready to lean in
Mike Colaw
Opening Illustration:
When I was a teenager we would do camping/canoe trips with our youth department. They were loads of fun! We would head out after school on a Friday and travel to a campsite and fill the evening with campfire hotdogs, s’mores, music, a devotional from our youth pastor and my favorite, the after hours pranks. When morning rolled around we would eat a quick breakfast, jump on a bus and go canoeing. There is something so fun about being on the water all day long. My first year I was an ornery junior high teenager with his ornery friends. About 30 minutes down the river with hours to go we got distracted by a rope swing along the bank. We beached the canoes and spent way too long swinging from the banks into water. When we finished we set out again a long way away from our group. As junior high boys do, we also started horsing around and ended up flipping our canoes. One we lost and the other sank. 
It was at this point that we realized we were miles from where we needed to be and 100% stuck. Slowly we started wading down the river next to the bank, at times climbing up on the bank to walk along the side. The progress was so slow. There was no chance this would actually work. It would have taken us days to get there. We were mad at each other, grumbling and talking about how much trouble our youth pastor would be in for leaving us behind. As if it was his fault! 
Eventually another group of canoes came down the river. One of the older guys watching a group of 12 year old boys wading along the bank with life jackets on and no canoes asked what happened. After a good laugh he said something game changing. “You will never get there complaining and making excuses! Stop goofing off, get away from the banks, find the current, and just lean back.” So we did. We stopped playing along the bank, made our way into the middle of the current and leaned back. Sure enough it took us! 
To get on course we had to do a few things:
Acknowledge the lack of ideal and stop using it as an excuse. 
Stop getting distracted by everything along the bank. 
Find the river’s current and lean in. 
-----
Let’s go to the text:
Hebrews 10:23-25 ESV
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
This letter was written to Christians who truly wanted to follow Jesus but were facing immense pressure to minimize their spiritual growth. This pressure came in four primary ways. 
1. Christianity wasn’t culturally popular, and the world around them didn’t respect Christian rhythms. It was way more popular to be critical of Christians. 

2. The temptation to drift back to their old way of life was constant. Many social norms that were acceptable and fun didn’t align with Christian values. 

3. Because of the first two, people in the church had a hard time prioritizing their faith and meeting together. The cultural pull out of the church was strong. 

4. Staying visibly committed to Christ would cost them personally in the “real” world, socially and economically. If someone truly committed their lives to Jesus it would cause an upheaval of their life. 
Like today, many came to the church wanting Jesus to heal part of their life. It’s like we are all praying, “heal my fears, heal my anxiety, heal my body, and bless my work. "But let me live how I want, spend how I want, and party with who I want."
Another way to say it might be like this. 
People want God to fix only the things they don’t like about themselves and do it in a way that lets them get back to their old life as soon as possible. 
Here is the big problem most spiritually hungry people face. Salvation isn’t earned but it is also so powerful it can’t leave you the same. Jesus wants to make you new. The Holy Spirit will keep shaping every part of your life until you are an eternally glorious son and daughter of God. 
Let’s break these verses down:
23 "Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful." Hope is what keeps you reaching for the current even when wading along the bank feels safer. There will be negative (persecution) and positive (temptation) pressure that will pull you away from Christ and Christian community.
24 "And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works." Any good small group, accountability group, preaching pastor, and friend should keep the pressure on you to keep growing. You won't always like it.
25 "not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near." The tendency is to be offended by the ones who "stir" you up spiritually. You must lean into the people and places that shape you for heaven.
-----
Final Thoughts:
There we were. Young adolescent teens. We had lost our canoes, spent way too much time distracted by the rope swing on the bank, fighting with each other, blaming our youth pastor for leaving us behind. We left the group, we were distracted, we lost and destroyed a canoe. Then came the voice of reason. 
Stop complaining, stop making excuses, leave the rope swing behind and get into the current. It will take you. And…it did. 
Word had somehow gotten down river and by the time we got to the next meet up spot there was our youth pastor. The lost canoe was waiting for us and a new one was ready. We just had to lean in. 
Clear Statements:
I’m not asking you today if you want to grow spiritually. I’m asking if you want it enough to upend your life. 
If I was to ask you today to self identify as someone willing to enter into a mentoring relationship would you actually be willing to adjust life to make it happen? 
Next Steps Cards:
If you want to enter a mentoring relationship would you be willing to acknowledge that on the next steps card? 

