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Revelation 22:16–17 (ESV)
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
Opening
What if your dissatisfaction is a gift?
As best as I can tell there are three primary places of spiritual dissatisfaction that every Christian will need to deal with on their journey to spiritual maturity. Here they are in order:

1. A new Christian who has faced their dissatisfaction with worldly things. They know the pursuit of money, influence, fame and physical pleasures can’t satisfy the deeper longings of the human heart.
1. A maturing Christian who faces their dissatisfaction with the self. This is a person who realizes they can’t practice their Christianity on their own. They finally accept Christian wholeness is not aloneness.
1. A maturing Christian who faces their dissatisfaction with other imperfect Christians.
1. A mature Christian who has finally discovered, “Fecisti nos ad te, et inquietum est cor nostrum, donec requiescat in te,” and can now truly and deeply worship God in any scenario.
Today I want to zero in on dissatisfaction. Today is for all the people who find themselves spiritually hungry at a level that leaves you feeling dissatisfied with nearly every environment you walk into. This is the person who is crying out from the depths of your heart, “I just want more of you!” and it feels like all you get is more dissatisfaction. Maybe you are the person who has jumped from church to church, worship team to worship team, preacher to preacher and everything seems to still leave you feeling like it’s not enough. Today is for you.
What if your dissatisfaction is a gift?
Lectio
Revelation 22:16–17
“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
1. To understand the close of Scripture let’s go to the beginning. Genesis 2:7 “…then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.”
1. God breathes out and we breathe in. Our life is His life. The further you separate yourself from God the further you separate yourself from what life actually is.
5. Illustration: Years ago when the boys were little, we did a hold-your-breath competition at a pool. I won, by the way… I remember being under the water and longing to breathe in! You don’t know how desperately you need oxygen until you don’t have it. Everything starts to burn. All your other pains and pleasures take a back seat. The prime desire is simply to breathe again.
1. The enemy desperately wants to distract people that love God and simply make them busy. He wants you to believe the lie that money, physical pleasures, and fame can fill your “lungs” with life. They cannot.
1. When you pray for God to reveal Himself to you it often begins with being very aware of how everything else doesn’t satisfy. Augustine says, “You prepare Yourself in me by the longings you inspire.” This God-gifted dissatisfaction, this desperation for life, will work past money, power, and physical pleasure to even parse out good things from the only thing that can give you life.
1. A person who prays, “God give me more of you!” often first feels the dissatisfaction of all other things, even the good things that aren’t God. 
1. In fact, passionate Christians can cause much damage if they put the weight of “life” that only comes from intimacy with God on good things like their spouse, fellow Christians, a preferred music or preaching style. You will find even those good things cannot be God for you and even the best of them are only an invitation.

Final Thoughts
A while back I was asked to visit a small, old church. There were probably only 30 of us in attendance. This church actually had a reputation of being passionate for the Lord, just not large in size. As the service started and the music kicked in, it was… terrible.
Seriously, the drums were inconsistent in rhythm. The lead singer was long past her prime and struggled to keep breath and energy. I remember feeling awkward. Then I looked around the room. There were people lost in worship. When the sermon started it was probably a “C” sermon at best. At the end they opened the altar for anyone who wanted to pray. The altar flooded with people praying over each other. After the service I was greeted, and the people were so kind. I discovered one of the lay members was a band member of a famous worship team years ago. I remember being absolutely amazed at how engaged these people could be in such a poor-quality environment. After a long conversation with a mentor of mine, it hit me.
These are the people who have prayed “God give me more of you!” until only intimacy with God would fill them. These are the people who can worship anywhere, at any time, in any environment. They bring life to the room.
At best my sermons, our music, and this property are an invitation to life; they make famous the life, they are not the life itself. Augustine understood this. “Fecisti nos ad te, et inquietum est cor nostrum, donec requiescat in te”: “You have made us for Yourself, and our heart is restless until it rests in You.” There is no other way, there is no truer satisfaction.
Next Steps
What if your dissatisfaction is a gift?
Take a moment and name your dissatisfaction and desires. What do you think God wants to say to these?
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(New Believer) Dissatisfaction with worldly things.


Spiritual dissattisfation with a faith practiced in isolation. 


Spiritual dissatisfation with other believers and their imperfections. 


A mature believer that can be satisfied in God in nearly any situation.


