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Pour your Spirit Out

Good morning Trinity. Can we pray together? Come Holy Spirit. Help us.

COME HOLY SPIRIT -- WE NEED OUTPOURINGS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT!  

Psalm 104:30: “Send forth your Spirit… and renew the face of the earth.”

John 20:22: "And with that he breathed on them and said, 'Receive the Holy Spirit’”

And an ancient prayer of the Church. In times of trouble, needing help, guidance, peace and love. God’s church has prayed, Come Holy Spirit. 

Father, hallowed be your name. Lord Jesus have mercy. Come Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is so important we are giving two weeks to Pentecost. Pentecost part 2. Last week Cathy preached a sensational message that when we are gathered God wants to come in his fullness through the Holy Spirit. Where we landed last week was the idea that only one thing can occupy space at once. Second law of physics! 

Why was Pentecost so prolific, life changing, and Church igniting? 
1. God came, poured out his Holy Spirit, and indwelled his people. 
2. The people in the upper room were needy, waiting, desperate, and empty.

One of my mentors says that “Waiting is the primal posture of the Christian movement.” Not planning, not trying to figure it out, not even brainstorming. Waiting. WAIT ON THE LORD. Psalms, Genesis, 

Waiting says I can’t fix this, I can’t outsmart this, I can’t think my way out of this. I am empty and must have the power and presence of the Most High God. I am needy of filling.

In the U.S. We’re the most educated, wealthy, and resourced Christians of all time. And look where we are: 35%* of Gen Z is religiously unaffiliated. As a college and young adult pastor my heart breaks for this… but also has SO much hope! ???

WE NEED AN OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT!  We need a fresh filling.

Thankfully God promises to do just this. Look at the text together, just after Pentecost that we read last week:

Acts 2
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:
17 “‘In the last days, God says,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your young men will see visions,
    your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
    and they will prophesy.
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below… 
21 And everyone who calls
    on the name of the Lord will be saved.’[c]


Everyone is filled with something. And people will even try and guess or assume what you are filled with. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. The same remains true today. We are filled with something. The morning news, social media, TV shows, updates about our sports team. God’s invitation and promise is to fill you with himself, and that only happens by the Holy Spirit.

This is where we get caught up sometimes. Love the idea of the Holy Spirit pouring out and filling people when it feels epic, general and vague. But when I am a “son or daughter” when I am one of the young men or old men it get’s tricky and confusing. How does he fill me today?

This is why we have a week two. The Holy Spirit is so important, and Pentecost is so pivotal to the Christian life, yet it can be confusing and complicated. Cathy described last week the fullness and superlatives of Pentecost. The critical event. What we want to talk about today is how we embody that in our lives today. 

Massive Moment and a whole Life. Once in a lifetime Experience and a Journey. 

The events can loom large and they should. God changed everything!! 

God wrapped himself in flesh! Jesus defeated the power of sin and hell! The Holy Spirit pours himself out to birth and ignite the church!!

All of this matters more than we could ever know. And we celebrate accordingly. The moment and the journey matter. Wedding — Marriage story. UP.


A Life of Pentecost’s. Pentecost’s Plural.

25 out of 28 chapters in Acts tell a story of the believers praying and what God did through that filling in prayer.

Biblical historians also say that there are 4 Pentecosts or: “Outpourings of the Holy Spirit” in Acts. including the one we just read in Acts 2. What this implies for us is that God doesn’t just want to fill us one and done, but consistently wants to lead, guide and fill our lives with His Spirit. – We need Outpourings of the Holy Spirit.

When I think of daily life with God my mind immediately goes to: 

Jesus prayer in Matthew 6:11. “Give us today our daily bread.” God wants to fill us daily. Jesus taught us to pray — every day. He taught us to ask for filling every single day.

??Selah Moment. What’s something you would eat every day for the rest of your life? 

How do we live this long term, faithful and daily life in the Spirit? Who is the Holy Spirit today? How can I live spirit filled in my living room, business office, car ride with my kids and each moment?  I’m glad you asked.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN EVERY MOMENT. 

Let’s go to author Tyler Staten to talk about this

“The Holy Spirit is the experiential agent of the Trinitarian God, narrowing the gap between the biblical promise and everyday experience… leading to greater spiritual health and maturity.

(Through) quiet crisis, loud crisis, or a combination of the two. Everyone who attempts to follow Jesus without a deep, rich understanding of and relationship with the indwelling person, presence, and power of the Holy Spirit will one day be confronted by the gap -- maybe the troublingly wide gap -- between (the Bible) and actual life.” -Tyler Staton

The Holy Spirit is the only way to live the Christian life. He is God, our guide and advocate. Necessary for fullness. 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one. And they are distinct persons. The first thing to do in engaging with the Holy Spirit for a lifetime of faithfulness to God is to treat him as a person. Not an idea, not a ghostly force, not some vague presence, but a person. Now mystery is real in the Christian faith. But God’s not invisible, he’s just unseen. We must begin by treating him as a person – talking, listening, learning how to interact and engage. 

I think a lot of us grew up with functional “Trinity’s” that looked more like this: 

Father, Son, and Holy Strategy – where our plans, ideas and human wisdom really were elevated above listening to the God who indwells us.

Father, Son, and Holy Scripture – where the Bible and what it says made a living and active God distant and not speaking today because he spoke through the Bible. 

Wisdom and Scripture are beautiful, but we have to remember who all wisdom comes from and who inspired the Scriptures and makes them alive today. The Holy Spirit!!

Reclaiming the Holy Spirit as the person of God given to our prayer life and our closeness to God himself is paramount for daily life in step with the Spirit.

"Without the Holy Spirit, God is far away… With the Holy Spirit, the Gospel is the power of life." — St. Athanasius

The Holy Spirit wants to lead you every single day. He wants to be your guide, comforter and advocate.

Clear simple ways to develop relationship with the Holy Spirit: 
-Come Holy Spirit: fill me today. This will be our response to practice together!
-Scripture and the Spirit together. Lectio 365.
-Reminds us of Jesus, ask for his help and guidance of who Jesus is and what he would do
-Convicts us of sin, helps us see what’s harming our lives and not give into shame
-Guides us in all of life, wisdom, help, council and Spirit led ideas
-Helps us navigate the best and worst moments – peace that surpasses understanding and 
-Advocate – gives us what we need. FRUIT and GIFTS

Galatians 5:22-23 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

The Fruit of the Spirit is the fullness of Jesus’ love in us. It’s living how Jesus would if he were us. When someone interacts with the fruit of your life do you taste like these words above? Or are you needy of God to fill you afresh with his life?

1 Corinthains 12:4
4 There are different kinds of gifts. But they are all given to believers by the same Spirit. 


God gives gifts to edify and build up his Church and reach the lost world. Hospitality, prophecy, administration etc… The primary ways we live with the Holy Spirit for a lifetime is by embodying his fruit and operating in his gifts.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN EVERY PERSON.

The Holy Spirit isn’t for super Christians, he’s for anyone who loves Jesus. 

Acts 4: They were unskilled, ordinary men who had been with Jesus. Filled by the Holy Spirit!

The Holy Spirit is FOR YOU! Don’t count yourself out. Not just pastors, super spiritual, no one is disqualified from the message. 

There’s so MUCH here. It’s complex and a lot comes up. The Holy Spirit wants to help lead us into relationship with him. Even if you are unsure and don’t understand, would you trust God to do the work? To fill you afresh? Have you felt hurt by someone using the Spirit?

Stop talking about the Holy Spirit and talk with him

Uncertainty about HS leads us to thinking, I can have a relationship with the Holy Spirit? Really? Is his fruit actually possible to live out? There’s no way I can have gifts?

We need an outpouring of the Holy Spirit!!  I need any outpouring of the Spirit!! Move from that’s great for the early church, and for other really important people. To this is good and necessary for me. A fresh filling. And we don’t want to make it too practical because he’s not, he’s a person and not tame but he wants to meet you. Make the move from general outpouring to specific waiting on and needing God. For fruit, for gifts, for guidance, for comfort, for identity, for renewed love?

AJ Control Story

He’s the perfect gentleman. He doesn’t break down the walls to your heart, he comes where he’s invited and wanted.  COME HOLY SPIRIT

There’s an invitation for every single one of us, every day to say “Come Holy Spirit.” What’s your “Come Holy Spirit” prayer today? As we sing “The Dove” again over the room, would you reflect on what you are waiting and needing from God today? Take a few minutes to join the disciples in the primary posture of the early Christians, waiting on God. Let the Holy Spirit help you build relationship with him,

Find someone on our prayer team and ask them to pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in your life. A fresh filling. Daily bread. This is a soft close into family time… and an invitation to daily walk with the Holy Spirit in resurrection life.
Sending:

God says,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your young men will see visions,
    your old men will dream dreams.
18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
    I will pour out my Spirit

You are SENT with the Spirit of God.
